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“He — an ardent soul of deep humility- is our founder, the
noble captain who weathered the most disheartening storms.
Many a home adorned with cultured wives and mothersand a
future generation growing up under theinfluence of their culture,
bear eloquent testimony to the rousing effects of his Zea and
self sacrifice. He was the good servant who by his thrift and
sweat doubled the talent entrusted to him.”
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............. Briefly it can be said that those who know him,
know that he practised, heroically thetheological virtuesof faith,
hope and charity , as much as the moral virtues of patients
suffering, simplicity of life, love of poverty and self control.

He aways sought the will of God and was ever ready to
comply withit, cost what if might. Hewasin the habit of seeing
the will of God in what ever happened to him.

Rev. Fr. Mathew wasanided priest.Hislifewasresplendent
with the virtues of humility,patience, gentelness, charity and
philanthropy — all to a heroic degree. His soul was a garden
which reared the theological virtues of faith, hope and charity.
He lived a life of unceasing prayer. His life was one of
renunciation and sacrifice. All who had any contact with him
felt that he was a man of God.

Because of these reason, | record my opinion that it will be
only right and proper to raise him to the honours of the altar.
Bp. Mar Sebastian Vayalil
Rtd. Bp. of Palai

Palai
13-10-'86
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19" November 1986
His Excellency
Rt. Rev. Mar Joseph Pallikaparampil
Bishop of Palai
Bishop’'s House, Pala.

Your Excellency

Herewith enclosed | am forwarding to you abrief document
concerning the life, virtues and activities of Rev. Fr. Mathew
Kadalikattil who died at Palain the odour of sanctity in 1935.

He belonged to the St. Thomas Forane Church, Pala, later
onour Cathedral Church. Heisnow known to the public chiefly



Wmjm aomIV] @R9)1d

as the founder of the Sacred Heart Congregation for women in
the Syro Malabar Church. All who have come in contact with
him testify to his holiness of life. He was a man of deep faith,
steadfast hope and fervent love for God and men. As a Parish
priest hewaswhole- heartedly zealousfor the salvation of souls.
He was simple, gentle and accessible to all. He was fully
engaged in guiding souls, teaching catechism and administering
sacraments. He was a real shepherd and father to his flock,
deeply concerned with the poor and the suffering.

Fr. Mathew was born on April 25, 1872. His parents were
devote Catholics hailing from an ancient family whose fore-
fatherswerereceived into the church by St. ThomastheApostle.
They brought him up as an ideal young boy and implemented
in his heart a personal devotion to our Lord. This took very
deep roots in his life, and found its specia expression in his
fervent devotion the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Hewasthus prepared
to be apostle of the Sacred Heart. All through his life he was
known to have cherished that devotion. | need not in thisletter
speak at length of hisvarious activitiesto promote thisdevotion
asitsis brought out in the document enclosed herewith.

| had the privilege to be his student in my boyhood day’s.
He prepared mefor the sacraments of confession and first Holy
Communion. Later inmy life hewasmy confessor and spiritual
advisor. Hence | have first hand information concerning his
holy life, deep spirituality and zeal for souls.

After his death,which occurred in 1935, his tomb has
become aplace of veneration, and hundred even thousands come
there to venerate him and beseech his intercession for spiritual
as well as temporal needs .From the hearts of his devotees a
desireisrising up that he be declared a saint by Holy Mother
the Church. | too share this desire. | feel convinced that we
have ampl e reason to take up the cause for the bestification and
canonisation of Fr. Mathew. | don’t enumerate here the many
reasons for making this request to the Holy See.When the
process is duly started evidences can be gathered from the
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reliable sourcesto ascertain his sanctity of life and heroicity of
virtues.

In the name of his spiritual children, namely the members
of the Sacred Heart Congregation, and in the name of his
devotees from far and near, | request Your Excellency to go
duly the subject, and if found deserving to take necessary steps
to start the process for the beatification and canonisation of the
good Father Mathew Kadalikkattil. May the Holy Spiritinspire
and guide you in the matter:for the greater glory of God,for the
good of the church and the salvation of souls.

Your’s devotedly in Our Lord
(Sd/-)

Bishop Sebastian Vayalil
Retired Bishop of Palai
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